VICEEOYS OF INDIA
and in the following November lie also succeeded his
uncle as Earl de Grey, a senior title. In this year he
was made Under-Secretary for War, and took an active
part in the Volunteer movement; and he afterwards held
the same position in the India Office. Returning to the
War Office in 1863, he succeeded Sir George Cornewall
Lewis as Secretary of State, being then sworn a Privy
Councillor; and in Russell's government he went to the
India Office in a similar capacity.
When Gladstone formed his ministry in 1868 de Grey
was made Lord President of the Council and given the
Garter. Though only forty, he was now one of the re-
cognised leaders of the Liberal Party, being rich, influential
and industrious. In 1871 he acted as Chairman of the
High Commission for the settlement of American claims in
respect of the privateering of the s.s. Alabama. This he
did well; and in June he was raised to a marquessate as
Marquess of Ripon.
In August 1873 he resigned his political office and
next month became a Roman Catholic; and thenceforward
he was regarded as one of the leaders of that religion in this
country. For several years he now remained in political
retirement, until on Gladstone's return to office in 1880
he was appointed Viceroy of India. Blunt says that it had
been intended by the Cabinet that he should break up
the ring of permanent officials who ruled in Simla; but
Ripon was not a man of iron, and did not do so.
In Calcutta Ripon found himself confronted with the
Afghan question, and he at once took a strong line. He
had Abdurrahman Khan proclaimed Amir on the condition
that he had no relations with Russia; and after the British
defeat in Maiwand he let Sir Frederick Roberts march from
Kabul to Kandahar, which was brought under the Amir'a
rule. Ripon's military policy was thus triumphant in his
first year inlndia. In domestic affairs he was less fortunate.
He repealed Lytton's restrictions on the Brass and made